Lecture Notes

1. Today, we are going to be talking about the rise of dictators that lead to World War II

2. Go over Introductory activity, brainstorm. Lead class discussion about their responses to the prompt

3. What is nationalism? Ask students for responses. What is a dictator? Ask students for response. 

Dictator- A ruler with total power over a country, typically one who has obtained power by force.
4. Go over what reparation mean. To pay damages for the war. A war-guilt clause meant that Germany had to take full responsibility for the war. Was Germany solely responsible for everything that happened in the war?

5. Stalin’s last name means “man of steel.” Soviet Union was mostly agricultural, Stalin wanted to change them to industry.

6. Ask students what a totalitarian government is. Go over root word of total.

7. Stress that people of Italy were desperate and looking for a leader. When people are desperate they look for a strong leader and Mussolini was it. 

8. Ask students what is fascism? Go over what nationalism is again. Stress that power is held by a small group of people, like a political party not an individual

9. How do you think Hitler rose to power so quickly for the Nazi party? It was because of his charisma and his ability to speak very well. 

10. Ask students what they think Hitler’s perfect race would be. Go over the term Aryan. 

11. Watch video of Hitler

12. Guide students through the think-pair-share activity. Talk about how great of a speaker Hitler was and how he used fear to convince people to follow him

13. Mention that similar to Italy the people of Germany were desperate and struggling. 

14. Give introduction to how Japan went from Imperialistic to militaristic. Their leader was Hideki Tojo. Japan takes over Manchuria. Violated the League of Nations. League of Nations condemned Japan who simply left the league. Germany also violates the Treaty by raising an army and invading a territory. After Mussolini took over Ethiopia, League of Nations gave them an ineffective boycott.

15. Give clear directions about the political cartoon activity.

16. Show political cartoon, lead class discussion about political cartoon. Who was in it? What did the words say? What do you think the meaning was?

17. The Neutrality Acts kept the U.S out of foreign affairs. Banned the sell of weapons and the giving of loans to countries in war. Roosevelt found a way around it by supplying China with weapons. Since Japan never formally declared war on China. Loophole 
